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Writing Your Scene 
Break down each scene to fill in the missing pieces of your basic beats. 
The following is an excerpt from Scene 2 of the screenplay for Bruce Almighty: 
INT. BRUCE AND GRACE'S APARTMENT - NIGHT 
Bruce is with his longtime girlfriend, GRACE. She has a box of photos on the coffee 
table in front of her organizing them into a photo album. 

 
BRUCE 

So, what do you think? 
GRACE 

It's good. 
BRUCE 

It sucks. It's a story about a cookie. People with eating 
disorders will be riveted, 

(goes into huge pathetic fan character) 
Dear Bruce, love the bakery piece. I can't wait to vomit so I 
can make room for more cookies. 

GRACE 
I thought it was funny. I love the hair net. How'd you get it to 
do that? 

BRUCE 
What? I'm cutting that. They made me wear that stupid thing. I 
don't even look like myself. The hair is one of the most 
important parts of an on camera persona. Right out of the gate, 
I lost the hair advantage. 

 
Grace looks at a photo 

GRACE 
Oh, my gosh, look at this one. My sister is so drunk. 
 

She places it in the album. 
BRUCE 

Grace. Try to stay focused here. I need your help. 
GRACE 

Aren't you taking this a little too seriously? 
BRUCE 

It's sweeps Grace. It is serious. There's an anchor job open. 
This is important. This is our future! 

 
Where is the scene? Bruce and Grace’s apartment 
Who is in the scene? Bruce and Grace 
What is the activity in the scene? Bruce is watching his show while Grace works on their photo album. (The photo 
album is a metaphor for how Grace wants Bruce to help her enjoy their life together.) 
What is the purpose of the scene? To show how Bruce is dissatisfied with this life, and how Grace is content in her 
life. She just wants to enjoy life with Bruce, but he’s too focused on his dissatisfaction with his career. We also need 
to be introduced to the name Evan, who is the man Bruce fears will get the anchor position instead of him. 
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